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The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage

Guests are asked to refrain from taking photographs during the ceremony.

Prelude
Andante tranquillo Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Choral Song Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)
Processional
Prelude from Te Deum Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1643-1704)
Trumpet Tune in D Major Henry Purcell (1659-1695)
Introduction BCP p. 423*

The Celebrant addresses the congregation.

Celebrant Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to witness and bless the
joining together of this couple in Holy Matrimony. Holy Scripture tells us that all love
is from God, and the commitment of marriage signifies to us the mystery of the union
between Christ and the Church.

The union of God’s children in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their
mutual joy, and for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity.
Therefore marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently,
deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.

Into this holy union R Enrico Lee Lagasca and Jonathan Runge Stewart now come
to be joined. If any of you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married,
speak now; or else for ever hold your peace.

The Celebrant addresses the persons to be married.

Celebrant I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either of you know
any reason why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with
God’s Word, you do now confess it.



The Declaration of Consent BCP p. 424*
The Celebrant says

Celebrant Enrico, will you have this person to be your spouse; to live together in the covenant
of marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in
health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Enrico answers

T will.
The Celebrant says
Celebrant Jonathan, will you have this person to be your spouse; to live together in the covenant

of marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in
health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Jonathan answers

T will.

The Celebrant then addresses the congregation.

Celebrant Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two
persons in their marriage?
People We will.

The Ministry of the Word
The Collect of the Day BCP p. 425"

Celebrant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us in your image: Look mercifully
upon Jonathan and Enrico who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist them
with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the
promises and vows they make; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All Amen.

Please be seated.



The First Reading Song of Solomon 2:10-13, 8:6-7

Reader

People

A Reading from the Song of Solomon.

Read by Ysabele Barrios

My beloved speaks and says to me: “Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for
now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; the
time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. The fig
tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise,

my love, my fair one, and come away.”

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is strong as death,
passion fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging flame. Many waters
cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth

of his house, it would be utterly scorned.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The P8a|m Psalm 67

Reader

May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come to us.

Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

May God give us his blessing, *

Read by Melissa Stewart Knutson

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.



The Second Readi ng 1 John 4:7-16 Read by Elisabeth Stewart Robertson

Reader

People

A Reading from the First Letter of John.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God islove, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



Sequence Hymn Hymnal 400, vv. 1, 4-5, 7

Please stand.
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Words: St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr. William H. Draper (1855-1933), alt.
Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1623;
adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)



The Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13-16

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Celebrant Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness

be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting
alamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The H0m||y The Rev. Matthew A. Welsch



The Marriage

Each in turn takes the right hand of the other, and says

Jonathan In the Name of God, I, Jonathan, take you, Enrico, to be my own, to have and to hold
from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in
health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

Enrico In the Name of God, I, Enrico, take you, Jonathan, to be my own, to have and to hold
from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in
health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

They loose their hands.
The Celebrant asks God's blessing on the rings.

Celebrant Bless, O Lord, these rings to be signs of the vows by which this couple have bound
themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The giver places the ring on the ring finger of the other’s hand and says

Enrico Jonathan, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that
I have, I honor you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Jonathan Enrico, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that
I have, I honor you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The Celebrant joins the right hands of the married couple.

Celebrant Now that Jonathan and Enrico have given themselves to each other by solemn vows,
with the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of rings, I pronounce that they
are united in marriage, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.
People Amen.



The Prayers BCP p. 429

Please stand.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all grace:

Look with favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life,

and especially upon Enrico and Jonathan whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony.
People Amen.

Celebrant Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may
be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a
companion in joy.

People Amen.

Celebrant Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit,
that they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life.

People Amen.

Celebrant Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their fault,
and to seek each other’s forgiveness and yours.

People Amen.

Celebrant Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this sinful and broken world, that
unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair.

People Amen.

Celebrant Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love and
concern for others.

People Amen.

Celebrant Grant that all persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives strengthened
and their loyalties confirmed.

People Amen.

Celebrant Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children are united

one to another, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may be done on
earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live and
reign in perfect unity, now and for ever.

All Amen.



The Signing of the Register

Please be seated.

Ave Maria

Ave Maria, gratia plena,
Dominus tecum.
Benedicta tu in mulieribus,

Et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.

Ave Maria, Mater Dei,
Ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
Nunc et in hora mortis nostrae.

The Peace

Please stand.

Celebrant

People

And also with you.

The People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Welcome

10

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Hail Mary, full of grace,

The Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou among women,

And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Hail Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death.

—Marian antiphon; Luke 1:28, 42

BCP p. 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you.



The Holy Communion

At the Offertory

A musician offers an improvisation.

The Great Thanksgiving BCP p. 361/p. 381"

Please stand.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because in the sacrament of marriage,
you have given us an image of the heavenly Jerusalem, adorned as a bride for her
bridegroom, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who loves her and gave himself for her,
that he might make the whole creation new.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus BCP p. 362

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Please continue standing.

Celebrant

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

11



All

Celebrant

All

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;

and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364

Celebrant
All

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

12



The Fraction and Invitation
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant

Please come forward to receive communion or a blessing.

Communion Anthem
Ubi caritas

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.
Exsultemus, et in ipso jucundemur.
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.

Simul ergo cum in unum congregamur:
Ne nos mente dividamur, caveamus.
Cessent iurgia maligna, cessent lites.

Et in medio nostri sit Christus Deus.

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
Simul quoque cum beatis videamus,
Glorianter vultum tuum, Christe Deus:

Gaudium quod est immensum, atque probum,

Saecula per infinita saeculorum. Amen.

13

BCP p. 364

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Ily Matthew Maniano (b. 1988)

Where charity and love are, God is there.

Love of Christ has gathered us into one.

Let us rejoice in Him and be glad.

Let us fear, and let us love the living God.

And from a sincere heart let us love one another.

Where charity and love are, God is there.

At the same time, therefore, we are gathered into one:
Lest we be divided in mind, let us beware.

Let evil impulses stop, let controversy cease.

And in the midst of us be Christ our God.

Where charity and love are, God is there.

At the same time we see that with the saints also,
Thy face in glory, O Christ our God:

The joy that is immense and good, unto the
World without end. Amen.

—Latin antiphon for Maundy Thursday



Communion Hymn Hymnal 321

Please join in singing and stand at the last verse.
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Words: Sts. 1-3, Philip Doddridge (1702-1751), alt.; st. 4, Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.
Music: Rockingham, melody from Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, c. 1780;
adapt. Edward Miller (1731-1807); harm. Samuel Webbe (1740-1816)
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Post-Communion Prayer BCPp. 432

Celebrant

All

Let us pray.

O God, the giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious: We give you thanks for
binding us together in these holy mysteries of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus
Christ. Grant that by your Holy Spirit, Enrico and Jonathan, now joined in Holy
Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, live in fidelity and peace, and obtain
those eternal joys prepared for all who love you; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Blessing of the Marriage BCP p. 430"

Celebrant

All

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ

to come among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the cross to
be the way of life. We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of all families in his
Name. By the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon
this family. Defend them from every enemy. Lead them into all peace. Let their love for
each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and a crown upon
their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in their companionship; in their sleeping
and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; in their life and in their death.
Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table where your saints feast for ever in your
heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Celebrant adds this blessing.

Celebrant God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the
Lord mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction
and grace; that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come have
life everlasting.

All Amen.

Postlude

Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley (1712-1786)
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